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BLG Partner Appointed to the Federal Court

​Peter Pamel Brings Over 30 Years of Experience as Counsel and 
Litigator in the Area of Maritime Law

Toronto (May 9, 2019) — Borden Ladner Gervais LLP (BLG) proudly announces that Peter 

Pamel, partner in its Shipping Law Group, has been appointed a Judge of the Federal Court 

and a Judge ex officio of the Federal Court of Appeal. His appointment was announced by 

the Honourable David Lametti, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada.

Mr. Pamel graduated from McGill University in 1987 with degrees in both civil and common 
law, after first obtaining a Bachelor of Commerce (Finance) from Concordia University. He 
was called to the Québec Bar in 1988 and joined McMaster Meighen, a predecessor firm of 
BLG, where he practised in the area of maritime law for over 30 years.

“This appointment reflects the legal expertise, professionalism and integrity Peter Pamel has
shown throughout his exceptional career and which exemplifies our core values,” said John 
G. Murphy, National Managing Partner and CEO of BLG. He added, “I am convinced Peter’s
incisive mind and his experience as counsel and litigator will be strong assets for his new 
position at the Federal Court.”

Mr. Pamel has advised numerous Canadian and international stakeholders in the marine 
industry in such areas as casualty and environmental response, marine operations, 
regulatory compliance, vessel purchase and finance, contractual disputes and statutory 
prosecutions. He also acted as counsel in several landmark decisions of the Federal Court, 
the Federal Court of Appeal and the Supreme Court of Canada in the area of maritime law.

Mr. Pamel is a founding member of BLG’s Team North® and past chair of the Arctic Issues 
Committee of the Canadian Maritime Law Association. Over the years, his practice area 
increasingly included arctic navigation. With such an in-depth expertise, he has been a 
regular speaker at arctic shipping conferences around the world and has participated in 
numerous articles in the areas of maritime law and arctic navigation.

Mr. Pamel has actively been involved in his community, including as past director of the 
Royal Victoria Hospital Foundation and the McGill University Health Centre Foundation.

About Borden Ladner Gervais LLP

As the largest, truly full-service Canadian law firm, Borden Ladner Gervais LLP (BLG) 
delivers practical legal advice for domestic and international clients across more practices 
and industries than any Canadian firm. With over 725 lawyers, intellectual property agents 
and other professionals, BLG serves the legal needs of businesses and institutions across 
Canada and beyond — from M&A and capital markets, to disputes, financing, and trademark
& patent registration.
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