
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

BLG makes an impact with United Way Centraide
Every fa l l ,  BLG’s annua l  Un i ted  Way Cen tra i de  cam pa i gn  b ri ngs f i rm  m em bers toge the r across a l l  f i ve  o ff i ces to  m ake  a  d i ffe rence  i n  the i r com m un i t i es.
T h i s yea r BLG’s Un i ted  Way com m i t tees o rgan i zed  a  se ri es o f  fun  and  engag i ng  even ts to  encourage  the i r co l l eagues to  support  the  cri t i ca l  p rog ram s
funded  by Un i ted  Way Cen tra i de .

From  a  l i ve l y auct i on  i n  Vancouver,  a  ca rn i va l  and  bake  sa l e  i n  Ottawa , to  poker gam es i n  M on tréa l  and  even  cha l l eng i ng  cl i m bs up  the  CN Tower i n
Toron to  and  the  Cen tenn i a l  P l ace  tower i n  Ca l ga ry,  BLG team  m em bers showed  the i r com m i tm en t to  support i ng  th i s o rgan i za t i on  tha t  p rovi des vi ta l
support  i n  ou r com m un i t i es across Canada .  A f te r a  m on th  o f  ded i ca ted  fundra i si ng  e ffo rts,  ove r $600 ,000  was ra i sed  by BLG f i rm  m em bers and  a l um n i
fo r the i r respect i ve  l oca l  Un i ted  Way chap te rs.

Wh i l e  m any o f  the  cam pa i gn  act i vi t i es p rovi ded  fun  and  gam es fo r ou r f i rm  m em bers,  the  t rue  i m pact  o f  Un i ted  Way can  be  fe l t  th rough  the  sto ri es we
heard .  Our BLG o ff i ces had  the  honour o f  we l com i ng  Un i ted  Way Im pact  Speakers,  each  o f  whom  shared  the i r pe rsona l  sto ri es wi th  us.   T hese  speakers
ranged  f rom  ded i ca ted  Un i ted  Way vo l un tee rs to  i nd i vi dua l s m anag i ng  l oca l  p rog ram s, as we l l  as com m un i ty m em bers who  have  d i rect l y bene f i ted  f rom
the  i nva l uab l e  se rvi ces.

Speaker highlights

Fi rm  m em bers i n  ou r Ottawa  o ff i ce  had  the  opportun i ty to  hear f rom  Sue  Hu tton ,  Di recto r,  Corpora te  Ph i l an th ropy & Partne rsh i ps a t  Un i ted  Way East
On ta ri o ,  who  has been  i nvo l ved  wi th  Un i ted  Way fo r ove r 20  years.  Sue  spoke  o f  som e o f  the  p rog ram s supported  by Un i ted  Way and  h i gh l i gh ted  how
these  p rog ram s can  posi t i ve l y i m pact  the  t ra j ecto ry o f  one ’s l i fe .  Sue ’s words b rough t  awareness to  the  d i ve rse  needs o f  peop l e  i n  ou r com m un i ty and
i nsp i red  severa l  f i rm  m em bers i n  Ottawa  to  dona te  no t  on l y to  the i r o ff i ce ’s annua l  Un i ted  Way Fundra i si ng  Cam pa i gn ,  bu t  a l so  to  o the r cha ri tab l e
o rgan i za t i ons wi th i n  the i r com m un i ty.

Our Ca l ga ry o ff i ce  had  the  p ri vi l ege  o f  l i sten i ng  to  Im pact  Speaker Dan i sha  Bha l oo -Sh i vj i 's i nsp i ri ng  j ou rney,  where  she  shared  how she  wen t  f rom  a
Un i ted  Way cl i en t  to  he r cu rren t  ro l e  o f  l ead i ng  engagem ent and  a ff i n i ty g roups a t  Un i ted  Way Ca l ga ry and  Area .  She  opened  up  abou t  he r ch i l dhood
cha l l enges;  ra i sed  by a  ha rdworki ng  si ng l e  m o the r j ugg l i ng  th ree  j obs.  Dan i sha  found  so l ace  i n  B i g  Bro the rs B i g  S i ste rs Edm onton,  a  cha ri ty backed  by
Un i ted  Way,  where  a  rem arkab l e  m en to r spa rked  he r academ i c pu rsu i ts and  encouraged  he r to  pu rsue  postsecondary educa t i on .  Dan i sha  shared  tha t  the
tra j ecto ry o f  he r l i fe  changed  when  she  becam e the  reci p i en t  o f  a  scho l a rsh i p  f rom  Un i ted  Way tha t  pa i d  fo r he r co l l ege  i n  fu l l .   M any a re  unaware  o f
the  cruci a l  ro l e  scho l a rsh i ps p l ay i n  Un i ted  Way's i n i t i a t i ves,  l i ke  the  t ransfo rm at i ve  one  tha t  changed  Dan i sha 's l i fe .

A t  the  Un i ted  Way ki ck-o ff  l unch  i n  ou r To ron to  o ff i ce ,  f i rm  m em bers had  the  opportun i ty to  hear an  em ot i ona l  sto ry f rom  Un i ted  Way Im pact  Speaker
Cyn th i a  Oakden ,  who  shared  how she  tu rned  to  Heartache2Hope , an  o rgan i za t i on  supported  by Un i ted  Way,  to  rece i ve  support  a f te r the  t rag i c dea th  o f
a  fam i l y m em ber.  T he  em ot i on  du ri ng  Cyn th i a ’s p resen ta t i on  was pa l pab l e  as she  courageousl y sha red  how the  supports she  rece i ved  f rom
Heartache2Hope  he l ped  he r ge t  th rough  th i s d i ff i cu l t  chap te r i n  he r l i fe .  Wh i l e  m any o f  the  cam pa i gn  act i vi t i es can  be  fun  and  gam es,  Cyn th i a ’s sto ry
i l l ustra ted  fo r ou r a t tendees tha t  the  t rue  pu rpose  o f  the  cam pa i gn  i s to  l end  ou r support  to  o rgan i za t i ons l i ke  Heartache2Hope  tha t  a re  supported  by
Un i ted  Way.

Our co l l eagues i n  ou r Vancouver o ff i ce  shared  si m i l a r sen t i m en ts abou t  the  engag i ng  and  passi ona te  p resen ta t i on  they heard  f rom  Un i ted  Way Im pact
Speaker Karen  Curt i s.  Ka ren  shared  the  sto ry o f  Super Cooks,  a  Un i ted  Way-sponsored  p rog ram  tha t  she  runs tha t  p rovi des young  peop l e  wi th  cooki ng -
re l a ted  l i fe  ski l l s such  as g roce ry shopp i ng  and  read i ng  food  l abe l s and  a i m s to  use  these  ski l l s to  boost  the i r se l f -esteem . Ca the ri ne -Anne  Curt i s,  a
m em ber o f  the  BLG Vancouver Un i ted  Way Com m i t tee ,  sha red  wi th  us tha t  “Karen  i s ve ry engag i ng  and  cl ea rl y ve ry passi ona te  abou t  Super Cooks.
Heari ng  f rom  her was a  g rea t  way to  ki ck o ff  ou r o ff i ce ’s Un i ted  Way cam pa i gn .”

The impact

Heari ng  f i rst -hand  sto ri es p rovi des a  deeper understand i ng  o f  the  i ssues faci ng  peop l e  i n  ou r com m un i t i es and  h i gh l i gh ts the  cruci a l  ro l e  Un i ted  Way
p l ays i n  p rovi d i ng  essen t i a l  support  and  se rvi ces to  those  i n  need .  We hope  tha t  ou r f i rm  m em bers wi l l  ca rry Sue ,  Dan i sha ,  Cyn th i a  and  Karen ’s sto ri es
fo rward ,  usi ng  them  as m ot i va t i on  to  m ake  a  posi t i ve  d i ffe rence  i n  the i r com m un i t i es.  T he  f i rm  i s ded i ca ted  to  crea t i ng  an  envi ronm ent where  m em bers
a re  em powered  to  crea te  posi t i ve  change .  In i t i a t i ves l i ke  the  Un i ted  Way cam pa i gn  showcase  BLG's com m i tm en t to  g i vi ng  back and  foste ri ng  a  sp i ri t  o f
generosi ty towards those  i n  need .
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