
LET THE SKY FALL:
LAWYERS IN THE HISTORY OF

BRITISH COLUMBIA MOUNTAINEERING
PART I – THE MOUNTAINS

By David Crerar, Anders Ourom, and Harry Crerar*

From the earliest days of British Columbia and Vancouver as polit-
ical entities, lawyers and judges have been attracted to the
province’s majestic mountains. Modern mountaineering and
climbing as a form of recreation have their origins in the indus-

trial revolution, and nineteenth century British middle and upper classes.
Some famous lawyers and judges from that time and later in Britain were
also mountaineers, including Quintin Hogg (Lord Hailsham),1 Lord Claud
Schuster,2 and Sir Alfred Wills.3

Why are so many lawyers attracted to mountains? Apart from seeking
beauty and adventure, climbing a peak is a metaphor for the practice of law.
A climber, like a lawyer, who lacks any of patience, preparation, persever-
ance, or respect, will not only fail but may fail fatally. Or perhaps it is because
the mountains are an escape from the practice of law: from a lofty peak, the
petty squabbles of litigation and clients, and the strained nuances of jurispru-
dence and statutes, seem as small as the distant waves and trees. Or perhaps
it is a synthesis of the embrace and escape: the authors have had some of
their finest moments of strategic lucidity and epiphany on their files while
their brains have been peaceful and happy on the long trek up a mountain.

This article is published in two parts. Part I traces the historic connection
between mountains and jurists in British Columbia focusing on mountains
and regions named after them. Part II will focus on the mountaineers:
judges and lawyers that have at least given mountaineering, climbing,
scrambling or backcountry skiing a try. 
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LEGAL TOPONYMY
Vancouver can thank a judge for naming its most prominent geologic for-
mation: the twin peaks of The Lions (elevation 1654 m (West Lion), 1606 m
(East Lion)) were named around 1889 by British Columbia Supreme Court
Justice John Hamilton Gray (1814 St George, Bermuda–1889 Victoria),
after their resemblance to the lion statues in Trafalgar Square sculpted by
Sir Edward Landseer.4 Before Gray’s popular suggestion, the Skxwumish
(Squamish) people called them Chee-Chee-Yoh-Hee (“The Twins” or “The Sis-
ters”), after their transformation legend,5 while lonely loggers and prospec-
tors called them “Sheba’s Breasts” or “The Paps”. Gray was a pre-
Confederation premier of New Brunswick and a father of Confederation. In
1872, as a consolation for not being named speaker of the House of
Commons, he was appointed a judge of the Supreme Court of British
Columbia, and moved west. In 1878 he ruled that the provincial Chinese Tax
Act was unconstitutional as its purpose was to “drive the Chinese from the
country, thus interfering at once with the authority reserved to the Dominion
Parliament as to the regulation of the trade and commerce, the rights of aliens,
and the treaties of the empire.”6 Gray was constantly in debt: Chief Justice
Begbie famously delayed a creditor’s application for Gray’s arrest over an
unpaid judgment by an hour, thus allowing Gray to sail away on a holiday.7

Gray died in Victoria and is buried in the Ross Bay Cemetery: the only 1867
father of Confederation buried west of Ontario.8

Graham Island on Haida Gwaii has not only a Mount Begbie (see below),
but also has mountains named after many of his contemporary jurists.9 Two
are named after Begbie’s rivals for the Chief Justice post. Mount Needham
(803 m) is named for Chief Justice Joseph Needham (1812 England–1895
England) of the Colony of Vancouver Island. The 1866 union of the colonies
of Vancouver Island and British Columbia brought awkwardness: it was
unclear which of Chief Justice Begbie and Chief Justice Needham would
become the new Chief Justice. The dispute simmered until 1870, when
Needham was appointed Chief Justice of Trinidad; he later retired to Eng-
land.10 To the north, Crease Peak (671 m) is named for Justice Henry Per-
ing Pellew Crease (1823 Cornwall, England–1905 Victoria), who vigorously
lobbied the Dominion government to be Begbie’s successor.11 Upon Begbie’s
death in 1895, Crease’s hopes were dashed when, instead, the government
offered the post to the premier, Theodore Davie, Q.C. (1852 Brixton, Eng-
land–1898 Victoria). His peak, Davie Peak (422 m), is located in the middle
of Graham Island. To the northwest is Drake Peak (614 m), named after Jus-
tice Montague William Tyrwhitt-Drake (1830 Kings Walls, England–1908
Victoria), who came to Victoria in 1851, was named Queen’s Counsel in
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1883 and served as a justice of the Supreme Court of British Columbia from
1889 to 1904.12

In addition to Davie, two other British Columbia lawyer–premiers are
commemorated in British Columbia mountains (and hills). Walkem Cone
(also called Melbourne Hill) (253 m) on Broughton Island, to the northeast
of Port McNeill, is named after Justice George Anthony Walkem (1834
Newry, Northern Ireland–1908 Victoria), who served as premier from 1874
to 1876 and 1878 to 1882, and as a Supreme Court justice from 1882 to 1908.
Lawyer and Premier Richard ‘Dick’ McBride (1870 New Westminster–1917
London) (premier from 1903 to 1915), the first premier born in British
Columbia, has no fewer than three mountains named after him: Mount
McBride (2083 m) in Strathcona Park, Mount Sir Richard (2681 m) in the
McBride Range of Garibaldi Park, and McBride Peak (2284 m) near the
town of McBride.13

Mount Brew (2891 m), south of Lillooet, was named after Judge Chartres
Brew (1815 Corofin, Ireland–1870 Richfield), a Crimean War veteran who
was appointed Chief of Police in the province and then Chief Magistrate at
New Westminster. After the so-called Chilcotin Uprising in 1864, led by the
Chilcotin Chief Klatsassin, in which some 18 settlers, workmen, and others
of European descent were killed,14 Governor Frederick Seymour sent Brew
on two search expeditions to the Chilcotins, traveling over and extensively
searching the mountainous territory in the area.15 In 1867 Brew was made
Chief Gold Commissioner, and then a County Court judge at Barkerville,
where he is buried in the old hillside cemetery.16

Lawyers Pass, east of Spatsizi Plateau Wilderness Provincial Park, com-
memorates a murder trial and unsolved mystery that attracted national
attention.17 Simon Gunanoot (1878 Kispiox Valley–1933 near Stewart, B.C.),
a Gitxsan merchant in the Kispiox Valley near Hazelton, was accused of the
1906 murder of two men with whom witnesses say he had recently been in
an argument. Gunanoot disappeared with his family. He eluded posses,
police, and the Pinkerton detective agency for 13 years. At last, in 1919, he
turned himself in to the authorities. Stuart Alexander Henderson (1863
Aberdeenshire–1945 Victoria), one of the best criminal
defense lawyers in British Columbia at the time, successfully
defended Gunanoot, arguing that the evidence was purely cir-
cumstantial. After the verdict, Gunanoot led Henderson on a
prospecting trip from Bulkley House to Toodoggone River, via
said mountain pass.18 The true killer was never found.

The dramatic peaks of Mount Judge Howay (2262 m) and
Mount Robie Reid (2095 m) in Golden Ears Provincial Park
are readily seen from the North Shore mountains and
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throughout the Fraser Valley. The northeast face of Mount Robie Reid is
1700 metres high: likely the tallest rock wall in southwest British Columbia.
Although within 100 kilometres of Vancouver, Mount Judge Howay is an
arduous adventure, requiring a boat trip, a ten-kilometre hike, a vertical
bushwhack, and a technical climb to the twin black craggy peaks. These
peaks commemorate the historians, law partners, and friends William
Frederick Howay (1867 London, Ontario–1943 New Westminster) and
Robie Lewis Reid (1866 Cornwallis, Nova Scotia–1945 Vancouver).19 Howay
and Reid moved to British Columbia from Nova Scotia and Ontario, respec-
tively, and became teachers. Reid then convinced Howay to return to Dal-
housie University with him to study law. They graduated in 1890, and in
1893 returned to British Columbia, forming the law firm of Howay & Reid
in New Westminster. In 1907 Howay was appointed a judge of the County
Court, serving until 1937. Around this time, he changed the spelling of his
name from “Howie” to “Howay”. Despite his legal accomplishments, Howay
was better known as a historian of British Columbia, writing a complete
four-volume history of the province, as well as histories of Captain James
Colnett, the Dixon-Meares controversy, shipping in Burrard Inlet, and
Fraser River mining.20 Reid was also an enthusiastic historian and supporter
of the University of British Columbia, serving on its board of governors from
1913 to 1935. He was a bencher of the Law Society from 1927 to 1943. Reid
donated to UBC the Howay-Reid Collection;21 these thousands of books,
pamphlets, and maps formed the largest collection of Canadiana assembled
to that date.

Mount Duff (2198 m), located on the Alaska border, is named after Chief
Justice Lyman Poore Duff (1865 Meaford, Ontario–1955 Ottawa), the first
British Columbian and the second-longest serving Chief Justice of Canada.
In 1895 Duff moved from Fergus, Ontario to set up practice in Victoria. The
location of his peak is appropriate, given that in 1903 Duff served as junior
counsel for Canada before the Alaskan Boundary Commission in London,
England. Other nearby border peaks are named after the Canadian and
British members of the arbitration panel convened to settle that dispute:
Mount Jetté (2558 m) after Sir Louis A. Jetté (1836 L’Assomption, Quebec–
1920 Quebec City), Lieutenant Governor of Quebec and former Chief Jus-
tice of the Court of King’s Bench in Quebec; Mount Alverstone (4420 m)
after Lord Chief Justice Baron Alverstone (1842 Holborn, London–1915
Cranleigh, Surrey); Mount Armour (2674 m) after Chief Justice John Dou-
glas Armour (1830 Otonabee, Ontario–1903 London, UK), Chief Justice of
the High Court of Ontario, and Justice of the Supreme Court of Canada; and
Mount Aylesworth (2830 m) after Sir Allen B. Aylesworth, K.C. (1854 Cam-
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den, Ontario–1952 Toronto), who took Justice Armour’s place on the Com-
mission after the former’s death.

World War I coincided with the rise of alpinism, survey-
ing, and mountain naming. The lawyer Lieutenant-
Colonel William Frederick Hart McHarg (1869
Kilkenny, Ireland–1915 St. Julien, France) commanded
the 7th Battalion, Canadian Expeditionary Forces. He was
the first British Columbian killed in action during World
War I, while on a reconnaissance mission ahead of the Bat-
tle of St. Julien in April 1915.22 He is commemorated in
Mount McHarg (2888 m), on the Alberta border in the
Height of the Rockies Provincial Park. To the northwest,
Mount Leval (2733 m) is named for Gaston de Leval (1871 Hodimont, Bel-
gium–1944 Menton, France), the Belgian lawyer who unsuccessfully
defended Edith Cavell (1865–1915), the British nurse shot by a German fir-
ing squad on October 12, 1915.

Mount Plewman (2241m), northwest of Rossland, commemorates Judge
Richard Elgood Plewman (1875 Gloucestershire, U.K.–1949 Rossland), who
served as police magistrate in the Kootenays for many years.23 He appar-
ently played a key role in the enforcement of prostitution laws in the min-
ing town. Judge Plewman explored the area of his eventual namesake peak
on countless skiing, snowshoeing and hiking trips. He is buried, appropri-
ately, in Mountain View Cemetery in Trail.

Two lawyer peaks were named by prominent visiting American conser-
vationists. The double-peaked Mount Herchmer (2633 m), west of Elkford,
is named for Harry William Herchmer (1868 Kingston, Ontario–1933 Cran-
brook), a Fernie lawyer and president of the local Game Protective Associ-
ation in 1904.24 The name was bestowed by the American zoologist, alpinist,
and conservationist, William Temple Hornaday (1854-1937), whom Herch-
mer led on a hunting expedition.25 Mount Daly (3148m), above Wapta Ice-
field in Yoho National Park, was named for Charles Patrick Daly (1816 New
York–1899 North Haven), Chief Justice of the New York Court of Common
Pleas and President of the American Geographical Society, by Professor
Charles Ernest Fay (1846–1931), an American alpinist and educator, who
was on the ill-fated Mount Lefroy expedition that claimed the life of Philip
Abbot, described in Part II of this article. 

Finally, Canadian prime ministers who were also lawyers have been
commemorated in British Columbia mountains. Rogers Pass has Mount
Macdonald (2883 m) and Mount Laurier (2361 m), as well as mountains
commemorating non-lawyer Prime Ministers such as Tupper and Macken-
zie. Mount Sir Robert (2388 m), east of the Skeena River, commemorates
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Sir Robert Borden. The mountains of the Premier Range, between the
Fraser, Thompson, and Raush Rivers, were set aside in 1927 to be named
after deceased prime ministers and other politicians, including the lawyers:
Mount Sir Allan Macnab26 (2297 m), Mount Sir John Abbott (3398 m),
Mount Sir John Thompson (3349 m), Mount Sir Wilfrid Laurier (3516 m)
(the highest peak in the Cariboo Mountains), Mount Arthur Meighen (3205
m), Mount Richard Bennett (3190 m), Mount Louis Saint Laurent (3045
m), and Mount Pierre Elliott Trudeau (2650 m). Mount John Diefenbaker
(2637 m) is located in another part of the nearby Cariboo Range.

Assuming now that your interest has piqued (sorry!) be sure to watch these
pages to find out about members of the bench and bar past and present who have
scaled these and other heights when we publish “Part II – The Mountaineers” in
a future edition of the Advocate. – Ed.

ENDNOTES
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1.  Quintin Hogg, Baron Hailsham of St Marylebone
(1907–2001), QC, Lord Chancellor 1979–1987. In
his youthful mountaineering, his ankles were broken
so many times that in old age he required two canes
to walk.

2.  (1869–1956), KC, Permanent Secretary to the Lord
Chancellor's Office 1915-1944, president of The
Alpine Club from 1938 to 1940. Among his greatest
accomplishments was his recommendation of Arthur
Thompson Denning for appointment to the High
Court in 1944. 

3.  (1828–1912), QC, judge of the High Court of Eng-
land and Wales and the third president of The Alpine
Club (1863–1865).

4.  On which the lion statues at the south end of the
Lions Gate Bridge are in turn modelled.

5.  The authors acknowledge that many of the peaks
mentioned herein have or had traditional First
Nations names, recitation and research of which is
beyond the scope of this article.

6.  Sing v Maguire (1878), 1 BCR (Pt 1) at 104 (SC). 
7.  “In his Bench Book Begbie recorded the real facts of

the episode. Begbie, realizing full well that Gray did
not intend absconding but was going on holiday,
heard in court the application for the arrest, or
Capeas, to give the process its legal term, at 11:15
am, pointing out technical defects to the creditor’s
lawyer. These remedied, the lawyer came before him
again at 11:45 am, when Begbie pointed out
another defect: that the process had been issued out
of the County Court, not the Supreme Court, and
hence Begbie said he could not issue the Order for
arrest until the lawyer had established his jurisdic-
tion. But in the margin of his Bench Book, he noted
the steamer was to depart at 12 noon, which it did,
and revealed a further reason for temporizing by
adding: ‘No personal process against a Judge of
Supreme Court.’ This was not an enunciation of a
new principle of law, but a determination by Begbie

that no member of his court was going to be
arrested, if he could prevent it. Gray did return from
his holiday, and no doubt had ultimately to settle the
debt.” David R Williams,“… The Man for a New
Country”: Sir Matthew Baillie Begbie (Sidney, BC:
Gray’s Publishing, 1977) at 163–64. 

8.  There appears to be no peak, on Graham Island or
otherwise, named for Gray J, although most early
colonial judges are so honoured (see below). Nor is
Justice A R Robertson (1880–1881) so honoured. The
Hon John Foster McCreight, QC, first premier of
British Columbia and Supreme Court judge
(1880–1897) was similarly overlooked in the moun-
tain department, although he has an island, point,
lake, and rock named for him.

9.  Mountains named after a person are usually called
“Mount X”, while those named after a thing are “X
Mountain”. Thus a “Crown Mountain” might be
named due to its shape, but a “Mount Crown” after
Mr. Crown. Mount Bishop, north of Mount Seymour,
is named for Joseph Bishop, the first president of the
British Columbia Mountaineering Club, who died
falling into a crevasse on Mount Baker. Mount Bishop
might thus be said to have a heavenly connotation,
but not an episcopal one.

10.  Williams, supra note 7 at 158–59. 
11.  Ibid at 162–63.
12.  To the west, Cameron Peak (377 m) and the

Cameron Range may have been named for David
Cameron (1804 Perthshire, Scotland–1872 Victo-
ria), first Chief Justice of the Colony of Vancouver
Island (1853–1865). It first appeared on an 1856
admiralty chart: CGDNB entry: "… as labeled on
British Admiralty Chart 2168 (1856).” Online:
<http://apps.gov.bc.ca/pub/bcgnws/names/
29031.html> [accessed 26 July 2016].

13.  McBride Peak was not directly named after the pre-
mier; instead, it was named after the nearby town of
McBride, which was named after the premier.
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14.  The Tsilhqot'in maintained that the killings were an
act of war, not murder, and that it was wrong to try
and execute them under criminal law. On October
23, 2014 the Province agreed, officially exonerating
the six chiefs. 

15.  Margaret Ormsby, “Brew, Chartres”, online:
<http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio.php?id_nbr=
4319> ; Edward S. Hewlett, “Klatsassin”, online:
<http://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/klatsassin_9E.
html> in Dictionary of Canadian Biography, vol IX
(1861-1870) [accessed 25 July 2016]. Klatsassin
was captured; after a trial in New Westminster
before Justice Begbie, Klatsassin and four colleagues
went to the gallows. 

16.  There is a shorter Mount Brew north of Squamish: a
popular hike which is named after a different Brew.

17.  The official name, sans possessive apostrophe.
18.  GP Akrigg, British Columbia Place Names (UBC

Press, 1997) at 150.
19.  (1991) 49 Advocate 171–174. Judge Howay mar-

ried Louise Ladner, of the same family that gave its
name to Borden Ladner Gervais LLP. 

20.  He served as a senator of the University of British
Columbia from 1915–1942 and in 1933 he was
awarded an honourary Doctor of Laws. Judge
Howay’s grandson Robert Howay was a lawyer and

an active alpinist, a member of the BC Mountaineer-
ing Club and the Alpine Club of Canada. He died in
a hiking accident in 1994 near Chilliwack, British
Columbia: see (1994) 52 Advocate 924.

21.  Online: <http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/
collectionsp-bin/colldisp/l=0/c=51>.

22.  He is buried in Poperinghe Old Military Cemetery,
near Ypres.

23.  Allyson Kenning, “Tales and Legends of the Moun-
tain Kingdom: Richard Plewman and the Mountain
We Named after Him”, The Rossland Telegraph (18
July 2013). Mountain bikers and trail runners will
know it as one of the eponymous peaks of the glori-
ous Seven Summits Trail. 

24.  His younger brother Sherwood Herchmer was also a
barrister. They sometimes appeared opposite each
other on files (eg Kerr v Canadian Pacific Railway Co
(1912), 18 BCR 389 (SC) but later practised as part-
ners, in the firm of Herchmer and Herchmer.

25.  Glen Boles, Canadian Mountain Place Names: The
Rockies and Columbia Mountains (Rocky Mountain
Press) at 122. Hornaday was a central figure in sav-
ing the American bison from extinction.

26.  Allan Macnab was a lawyer and a premier of the
pre-Confederation Province of Canada.
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