
 BLG PRO BONO 
GIVING BACK TO COMMUNITIES



 BLG’S PRO BONO PROGRAM 

Lawyers who engage in pro bono work make meaningful contributions to the lives of others – 
preserving and advancing the welfare of communities and their disadvantaged members.  
At the same time, such lawyers gain practical and professional development experience, have 
an opportunity to pursue areas of passion and interest, and invariably are enriched by their pro 
bono experiences.

As part of our national commitment to pro bono work, Borden Ladner Gervais LLP (BLG)  
has a formal pro bono policy that reflects our professional responsibility to help those in our 
communities who would otherwise be unable to obtain access to justice or legal services.

All BLG lawyers are encouraged to engage in pro bono work and to incorporate it into their 
professional development – and our pro bono clients receive the same high level of service as 
do our paying clients. 

Overseen by BLG’s National Pro Bono Committee, the Firm’s pro bono activities are identified, 
coordinated and monitored by Regional Pro Bono Committees, ensuring the highest level of 
quality control and professional excellence.



 BLG PRO BONO IN ACTION
SOME OF OUR RECENT PRO BONO ACTIVITIES: 

• A BLG Team provided Réjean Hinse with pro bono representation in a 
landmark civil lawsuit. Wrongfully convicted of armed robbery in 1964,  
Mr. Hinse was sentenced to 15 years in prison. In 1997, he was acquitted by 
the Supreme Court of Canada, 8 years after the Québec Police Commission 
re-opened his case and concluded that Mr. Hinse was the victim of a botched 
investigation. BLG’s team worked tirelessly for three years leading up to a  
six-week civil trial, where Mr. Hinse was awarded a total of $13.1 million in 
compensation from the Federal and Québec governments. This is the largest 
award of its nature in Canadian history. The matter has recently been 
appealed to the Supreme Court of Canada. 

• Representing an intervenor in proceedings before the Supreme Court of 
British Columbia and the Court of Appeal for British Columbia challenging the 
constitutionality of provisions in the Criminal Code of Canada that criminalize 
physician-assisted death. The high-profile case is being followed closely by 
observers in Canada and internationally, and is proceeding to the Supreme 
Court of Canada in late 2014. 

• The Firm established the BLG Veterans’ Benefits Project to ensure that 
Canadian veterans and their families receive the disability benefits to which 
they are entitled under the law. Since the fall of 2010, BLG lawyers have 
represented numerous veterans across Canada in applications for judicial 
review before the Federal Court.

• We represented several parents who were reassessed by the Canada 
Revenue Agency in connection with tuition paid for their children, who  
were diagnosed with learning disabilities, to attend a specialized school.  
BLG successfully overturned the tax reassessments and a claim for the  
tuition paid was allowed: Karn v. The Queen, 2013 TCC 78. This case is a 
helpful precedent to many parents across Canada who incur significant  
costs related to children with learning disabilities. 

• BLG lawyers provided pro bono assistance to the parents of Lin Jun, the 
Chinese Concordia University student who was tragically murdered in a high 
profile case. The BLG team provided legal advice and guidance to Mr. Jun’s 
family with respect to the Canadian Justice System.

• BLG lawyers acted for The 625 Powell Street Foundation in its acquisition of 
property at 611 Powell Street in Vancouver’s Downtown East Side. The site 
will be used as part of a multifaceted approach to supporting the 
development, planning and coordination of HIV/AIDS priority research,  
initiated by the BC Centre for Excellence in HIV/AIDS. 

• The Muslim Canadian Congress (MCC), a progressive, multi-cultural public 
interest advocacy group, enlisted the pro bono representation of BLG on an 
intervention before the Court of Appeal for Ontario and the Supreme Court of 
Canada. The MCC argued in favour of the courts undertaking a particularized 
inquiry for each witness who wants to wear a niqab (a garment that fully 
obscures a woman from view except for a narrow eye slit) in court. The matter 
went to the Supreme Court of Canada, where the Court ultimately found that 
the trial judge had failed to properly address the conflicting rights at issue. 
This finding caused the matter to be sent back to trial along with a list of 
questions and considerations designed to assist first instance judges in 
determining whether a niqab should be prohibited in the Court room on a 
case by case basis. 

• BLG lawyers represented Loyola High School, a Jesuit-administered school, 
before the Superior Court of Québec in respect of a decision made by the 
Minister of Education of Québec to refuse the school’s request to be 
exempted from teaching a new mandatory Ethics and Religious Culture 
program. Loyola filed for exemption on the basis that it was a public school 
and free to teach it’s students according to it’s own principles which included 
an equivalent program. The application was dismissed by the Minister of 
Education, Recreation and Sports but in June 2010, a Superior Court judge 
sided with Loyola on the grounds that the school teaches the subject using its 
own program.

• BLG lawyers incorporated the Westcoast Boys Club Network Foundation  
as a British Columbia society and obtained charitable registration for the 
Foundation with the Canada Revenue Agency. The Foundation provides 
education, support, mentorship, food, clothing and other basic necessities to 
at-risk young males in British Columbia.  It also seeks to encourage better 
community understanding of the problems faced by young males by 
organizing public performances.

• We helped establish a Canadian foundation to support the Patrick Chege 
Memorial Orphanage in Kenya. The orphanage’s main goal is to help the 1.5 
million Kenyan children who have lost their parents to HIV/AIDS. 

• BLG constitutional lawyers represented a same-sex couple before the Court of 
Appeal for Ontario seeking the same rights as heterosexual couples in respect 
of the regulation of artificial insemination procedures. 

Our pro bono work offers deserving clients a full range of legal activities – including 

courtroom advocacy, legal advice, drafting of documents, community legal 

education, and alternate dispute resolution services.



REPRESENTATIVE WORK

CALGARY   
Child Advocacy 

The award-winning pro bono efforts of the Calgary office centre on children.  
The office made an exclusive arrangement in late 2007 with the local Children’s 
Legal & Educational Resource Centre (CLERC) to provide the children’s advocate 
with free legal advice. “Children are clearly vulnerable members of our society and 
often need legal services,” says Bruce Churchill-Smith, who oversees BLG 
Calgary’s pro bono efforts. “It’s enormously satisfying to provide help for young 
people who didn’t realize that they needed a lawyer.” 

When Bruce announced the CLERC arrangement to others in Calgary, “15 lawyers 
signed up within minutes... That was very gratifying.” The first case involved  
a teenage girl whose mother was trying to prevent her from inheriting from  
her father, who had died without a will. Thanks to BLG’s efforts, the teen  
obtained a share of the estate. Although criminal and family law matters are not 
covered by the arrangement, there are still plenty of areas where children need 
legal assistance. Recently, we helped a teen fighting for back wages from a 
summer job. 

The Calgary office’s other major pro bono work involves supporting the Alberta 
Volunteer Lawyers Service (VLS) and the Civil Claims Duty Counsel Pro Bono 
Project. The VLS program helps not-for-profits access legal services that they 
would otherwise be unable to pay for. The VLS program is a part of Pro Bono Law 
Alberta (PBLA), of which Bruce is the President, and several BLG lawyers give  
time to this organization. 

The Civil Claims Duty Counsel Pro Bono Project provides individuals with 
assistance in small claims related matters including summary legal advice, 
procedural information, help with motions and other appearances and  
assistance completing forms. 

Our Calgary lawyers also volunteer at various local pro bono clinics  
including Calgary Legal Guidance, Queen’s Bench Amicus Project and  
Pro Bono Students Canada.

MONTRÉAL   
Partnering with Dr. Gilles Julien to help children  
with difficulties and their families

Dr. Julien, with more than 35 years  experience in practising paediatrics,  
has developed integrated social paediatric centres to care for children.  
BLG has entered into an exclusive partnership with Dr. Gilles Julien and the  
Dr. Julien Foundation (the Foundation), and we are proud to support such a  
leader in the field. 

Dr. Julien founded the social paediatric centres to assist vulnerable children and 
their families. Sometimes, however, the social network is unable to address the 
needs of the children, given their families’ legal situation. 

“Our team believes in the positive impact that proactive and timely legal services 
can have in resolving difficult situations. The professionals working in Dr. Julien’s 
clinics, as well as the children and their families, spare no efforts in improving 
their well-being; the BLG team is proud to contribute with its own legal expertise,” 
said Alexander De Zordo, former head of the pro bono team in BLG’s  
Montréal office.

Emmanuelle Rolland, a partner in BLG’s Montréal office, manages the program 
that assists with conflict resolution in cases where legal aid services are not 
available to the families. The conflicts usually involve the right to health care 
services, education, adapted transportation, clean and safe housing and a healthy 
environment, among other issues. Emmanuelle, in recognition for her work with  
Dr. Julien and other pro bono initiatives, received the 2008 Pro Bono Lawyer of  
the Year award from the Montréal Bar Association, Young Lawyers Division. 

Hélène (Sioui) Trudel, the lawyer responsible for setting up the Health and Law 
Alliance in Dr. Julien’s centres, notes, “This partnership between the Foundation 
and BLG is part of a crucial component of social paediatrics and the Health  
and Law Alliance. This model, which requires the creation of a true partnership 
between the fields of medicine and law, minimizes the negative impacts on health 
determinants by ensuring the respect of the fundamental rights of children.” 

The Foundation’s mission is to collect funds from Canadians and Canadian 
businesses and ensure proper management and fair redistribution for  
the development, protection, stimulation and defence of society’s most  
vulnerable children.

OTTAWA  
Covering the waterfront

The Ottawa office’s pro bono efforts include a wide range of activities, from 
sending volunteer lawyers to the Ottawa Superior Court clinic through Law Help 
Ontatrio, assisting the Women’s Legal Education and Action Fund (LEAF) to 
arguing for a groundbreaking decision on behalf of disabled children to ensuring 
that Canadian veterans and their families receive disability benefits.

The office is involved in other activities on behalf of the young. It is a supporter of 
Pro Bono Students Canada, providing lawyers to supervise University of Ottawa 
law students engaged in legal projects for local not-for-profits. BLG’s Ottawa office 



also works with the provincial Office of the Children’s Lawyer to support children 
in civil matters. One specific pro bono youth client is Operation Go Home, a 
community organization that works with Ottawa street youth.

For LEAF, the Ottawa office serves as the designated agent for the organization’s 
constitutional challenges to the Supreme Court of Canada, ensuring that 
documentation is properly filed and submitted. 

One of the most dramatic pro bono cases handled by the Ottawa office involved 
the successful challenge of a proposed budget-cutting move by the Ottawa-
Carleton District School Board to eliminate $5 million for special needs programs. 
Partner David Sherriff-Scott, on behalf of the Learning Disabilities Association of 
Ontario and some individual parents, took the school board to the Divisional Court 
of Ontario, which restored the funding. “Working with the marginalized and 
vulnerable is extremely rewarding,” says David, who is very generous with his 
time on behalf of the developmentally disabled and challenged, particularly 
children. “These kinds of cases are about humanity – and that makes them 
immensely satisfying.”

The Ottawa office has also partnered with Pro Bono Law Ontario (PBLO) and the 
Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario to deliver pro bono services to families 
whose children are being treated at the hospital.

TORONTO   
“BLG have been nothing short of lifesavers”

Toronto’s The Stop Community Food Centre is a food bank with a difference.  
“It helps those in need in innovative ways to access and prepare healthy food,” 
says BLG partner Ron Foerster, a member of BLG’s Toronto office Pro Bono 
Committee. “The Stop is a perfect candidate for pro bono work.”

Indeed, BLG lawyers have been providing legal advice for The Stop on a pro  
bono basis since 2006, in connection with a $4 million redevelopment project 
involving the transformation of the former Toronto Transit Commission streetcar 
sheds into a community greenhouse, food education center, farmers’ market, 
sheltered garden and restaurant. “We needed help with everything from human 
resources to policy development and partnership agreements,” says Nick Saul, 
executive director of The Stop. “BLG did it all for us. They’ve been nothing  
short of lifesavers.”

Since that time BLG lawyers have helped Nick Saul take the Community Food 
Centre concept national under the name Community Food Centres Canada 
(CFCC).  CFCC has developed or is well on the way to establishing food centers  
in Perth, Ontario, Stratford Ontario, a second Toronto location in Regent Park, 
Winnipeg Manitoba and Dartmouth Nova Scotia.  CFCC’s goal is to develop 15 
partner CFCs across Canada by 2017.  

In another project, BLG lawyers in Toronto and Ottawa volunteer on a regular 
basis to help staff the Law Help Centres in both these cities which are run by 
PBLO and which provide service to low income Ontarians who are representing 
themselves in the courts. Numerous lawyers in both offices are committed and 
regular participants to this invaluable program.

VANCOUVER    
Assisting those in need with the Access Pro Bono Society of BC 

The Access Pro Bono Society of British Columbia (APB) is an independent,  
not-for-profit organization that coordinates and facilitates the delivery of pro bono 
legal services to people and not-for-profit organizations of limited means. APB 
was established in 2010 as a result of the merger of the operations of the 
Western Canada Society to Access Justice and Pro Bono Law of British Columbia. 
The merger brought together BC’s two leading pro bono organizations with the 
objective of delivering a full spectrum of pro bono services for low-income clients. 

BLG’s legal professionals actively participate with APB, which is one of the  
more active pro bono organizations in the country. We have provided the largest 
number of volunteers from any Vancouver law firm to APB’s Civil Chambers Duty 
Counsel Program. The Duty Counsel Program improves access to justice in the 
Vancouver locations of the Supreme Court of BC and the Court of Appeal for BC 
by providing pro bono representation and advice to otherwise unrepresented  
low-income litigants appearing in civil chambers. 



AT BLG, WE ARE COMMITTED TO OUR  
COMMUNITY AND TO PRO BONO WORK. 
This commitment has resulted in BLG receiving numerous 
awards for our pro bono work, recognitions of which we 
are extremely proud. 

AWARD WINNING PRO BONO WORK

We are proud to have received the following awards for our Pro Bono work:

• Bruce Churchill-Smith, Q.C. was honoured with a Distinguished Service 
Award for Pro Bono Legal Service from the Law Society of Alberta in 2015. 
These awards are presented annually to Alberta lawyers in recognition of their 
outstanding dedication, creativity, initiative, achievement and contribution to 
pro bono services.

• Duncan Marsden was awarded the 2014 Canadian National Pro Bono 
Distinguished Service Award at the 2014 Canadian Pro Bono Conference.  
The Canadian National Pro Bono Distinguished Service Award recognizes an 
individual Canadian lawyer who has made an outstanding contribution to the 
provision of pro bono legal services.

• Pro Bono Québec awarded Guy Pratte the prestigious St. Yves Medal for  
his pro bono work in September 2014.

• BLG received the award for “Pro Bono Firm of the Year” at the  
2013 Benchmark Canada Awards for the firms representation of  
Réjean Hinse in his wrongful conviction civil lawsuit against the Federal  
and Québec governments.

• The 2011 Lexpert Zenith Awards bestowed BLG with the top prize in five 
categories for the firm’s contribution to corporate social responsibility programs 
across Canada. The Zenith Awards honour leading Canadian law firms, in-
house departments and law students who commit their time, skills and 
mentorship to corporate and law firm social responsibility:

• A team of lawyers overseen by Guy Pratte, Alex De Zordo and Katherine 
Loranger won the Pro Bono Team of the Year award for their successful 
representation of Réjean Hinse in his wrongful conviction civil lawsuit 
against the Federal and Québec governments. 

• Tyler Hodgson, Margot Finley and Karen Kiang received the Pro Bono by 
Team or Firm award for their work with the Muslim Canadian Congress. 

• Mark Phillips, Vincent De Rose, Nadia Effendi and Jacquie El-Chammas 
won in the Firm Legal Team – Pensions category for their pro bono 
representation of veterans to ensure they and their families receive the 
disability settlements to which they are entitled under the law. The team 
represents veterans who were unsuccessful before the Veterans Review 
and Appeal Board, enabling them to seek judicial review of the Board’s 
decisions before the Federal Court.

• In addition to being recognized for our pro bono work, BLG also took  
home awards for Managing Partner Contribution to Corporate Social 
Responsibility and Corporate Social Responsibility by Law Firm  
that Impacts Children. 

• BLG received the Canadian National Law Firm Award in 2010 at the 
Canadian Pro Bono Conference. This award is a tremendous honour as it 
recognizes a Canadian law firm that has made an outstanding contribution  
to the provision of pro bono legal services. 

• The 2010 Lexpert Zenith Awards honoured BLG with the top prize in four 
categories for the Firm’s commitment to a diverse range of pro bono activities:

• David W. Scott received the award for Lifetime Achievement in Pro Bono 
for his dedication to access to justice for low income individuals.

• David Sherriff-Scott received the award for Change Agent: Disability  
for his work with the Learning Disabilities Association of Ontario. David 
provides pro bono work to children with disabilities and their families and 
he also advises and acts as litigation counsel for children who are defined 
as exceptional pupils under the Education Act, including those with autism, 
intellectual disabilities and behavioural disorders. 

• A team from BLG Calgary, led by Bruce Churchill-Smith, took home the 
award for Most Impact on Child or Children for their pro bono work  
with the Child Advocacy Project. The Child Advocacy Pro Bono Project 
provides vulnerable children and youth in Calgary with access to free  
legal assistance, representation and legal education in a variety of civil  
law matters. 

• A team from Montréal that included Emmanuelle Roland, François Morin, 
Mélanie Champagne and Sylvie Bouvette won the award for Multi-
Disciplinary Pro Bono for their work with the Foundation du Dr. Julien. 

• For its efforts with Children’s Legal & Educational Resource Centre, the  
Calgary team was awarded the prestigious 2008 Pro Bono Project Award  
by Pro Bono Law Alberta.

• In 2008, the Canadian Bar Association – British Columbia Branch awarded 
BLG partner Angus Gunn the Harry Rankin, QC Pro Bono Award, in 
recognition of his overall efforts to support access to justice for the poor.  
In addition to acting as a coordinator of several of the Access Pro Bono Society 
of British Columbia’s lawyer roster programs, Angus regularly represents pro 
bono litigants before the superior courts of British Columbia.



OPPORTUNITIES FOR GRADUATES

Many law school graduates actively seek firms with a commitment to pro bono work. If you aspire to join a professional environment that 
emphasizes community involvement and giving back, we would welcome hearing from you. 

A BETTER PLACE 
We continue to take great pride that BLG’s national commitment to pro bono work is helping to improve the justice system, making the 
communities where we live and work a better place and helping develop our lawyers’ skills and sense of professional and public service.

For more information about BLG’s pro bono initiatives please visit our website at blg.com 

A national commitment to pro bono work helps to improve access to the justice system and make the communities where we live better places. 
Pro bono work provides an exceptional opportunity to preserve and advance the welfare of communities and their disadvantaged members, while 
helping lawyers develop their skills and sense of professional and public service. 

At BLG, we are proud of our strong tradition of pro bono representation. Our pro bono initiatives make a profound difference for people and 
organizations that otherwise would be unable to access the legal system. As Canada’s pre-eminent full-service law firm, we recognize that we 
have an obligation to take on a leadership role in our profession and in the communities we serve.

BLG PROFESSIONALS DONATE THEIR TIME  
TO PRO BONO INITIATIVES 
Meet our National Pro Bono Leaders
Bruce Churchill-Smith, Q.C. is a Calgary partner and serves as the Chair of BLG’s National Pro Bono Committee  
and as the President Pro Bono Law Alberta. 

Stephen Antle is a Vancouver partner and a member of BLG’s National Pro Bono Committee.

Kirk Boyd is a partner in the Ottawa office and member of BLG’s National Pro Bono Committee. His pro bono work includes assisting children 
through the Office of the Children’s Lawyer, and co-coordinating volunteers for the Law Help Ontario Clinic at the Ottawa Courthouse.

Alexander De Zordo is a Montréal partner and serves as the Chair of Pro Bono Québec.

Angus Gunn is a Vancouver partner and serves as a director of the Access Pro Bono Society of British Columbia.

Ronald Foerster is a Toronto partner and a member of BLG’s National Pro Bono Committee. 

Katherine Poirier is a partner in the Montréal office and a member of BLG’s National Pro Bono Committee.

Guy Pratte is a Montréal partner and recipient of the St. Yves Medal in 2014 for his contributions to pro bono work.

David Scott, O.C., Q.C. . is the Past Chair of Pro Bono Law Ontario and in 2010 received the Lifetime Achievement Award in Pro Bono at the 
2010 Lexpert Zenith Awards.

 TAKING A LEADERSHIP ROLE 
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